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ROAD PROJECTS — TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

285. Mr D.R. MICHAEL to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to creating jobs through its record investment in 
congestion-busting road projects, including the Stephenson Avenue extension. Can the minister update the house 
on how these projects will transform Perth’s freeways and deliver on the job-creating agenda of the McGowan 
Labor government? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 
I thank the member for Balcatta for the question. The member for Balcatta fought very hard for this project in the 
lead-up to the last state election and put it on everyone’s agenda and horizon. I thank him for all the work he has 
done on the project. 

Over the past number of weeks we have been very successful in negotiating and getting a commitment from, first 
of all, federal Labor and then the federal government. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: You’re pleased they’re your friends now—except for the GST. 

The SPEAKER: The member for Dawesville will not be my friend if he keeps interjecting. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Dawesville said that we should be responsible when the federal government 
does not fund Peel Health Campus. That is what he said today. The federal government does not fund Peel Health 
Campus and somehow we are responsible! The Minister for Tourism is responsible for whales beaching 
themselves on the coast and we are responsible because the federal member for Canning could not secure a funding 
deal for Peel Health Campus. That is what is happening here today. 

The Stephenson Avenue project is a project to which the City of Stirling has had a long-held commitment and it 
has gone out and really promoted the project. It will facilitate a number of things, including reducing congestion 
in that area, activating and creating the Stirling City Centre and better access to the Innaloo shops and, of course, 
Ikea. It is a big project that is as much about transport infrastructure as it is about the land that it will open up and 
the area that can be developed. We also announced on the weekend funding of $15 million to help the very tight 
congestion spots off Cedric Street and Hutton Street. We are making sure that we expand the freeway in that area 
to facilitate the exit of traffic off the freeway. As people know, the left lane is often basically a car park at key 
points. This is part of a package. The former minister used to call them the one percenters, but I will not use that 
line. It is a package of programs across the Mitchell and Kwinana Freeways that are about addressing the 
congestion hotspots and ensuring that the east–west connectors work better so that we do not get congestion 
coming onto the freeway. It will be a transformation of our freeways that will reduce congestion and make life 
better for families. 
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